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SUBJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Context of the subject 

Contribution to the professional profile of the course 

The Asia-Pacific region has become one of the most dynamic regions in the world. This change was brought 

about by aspects such as high economic growth throughout much of the region over the last three decades. 

Other reasons for the growing importance are geostrategic position, the large number of internal and external 

problems and the global repercussions of these conflicts. All of this makes the Asia-Pacific region crucial for the 

study and understanding of the present and the future of international relations and global political and 

economic power. That’s why this subject will help towards an understanding of the evolution and dynamic of 

current international relations in the region and will help with precisely analysing the changes that being 

brought about.  With this aim, the subject “Regional Studies:  Asia” is Divided into various thematic areas, 



 
covering different issues and problems. The objective is to explain the different stages and the main historic 

transformations that have occurred in the Asia-Pacific region along with analysis of the current reality in the 

political, economic and security sphere. 

Requirements 

 
None 

 

Skills - Objectives 

Skills 

GENERAL 

CGI01 Analysis and synthesis skills 

 
RA1 Describe, compare and interpret simple situations and approaches 

RA2 Select the most significant elements and relate them with complex texts 

CGI02 Organisational and planning skills 

CGI03 Basic knowledge of the area of study 

 
RA3 Know the key aspects of the basic discipline that supports one's studies. 

CGP15 Appreciation of diversity and multiculturalism. 

  
RA1 

Understanding of cultural and social diversity as a human phenomenon and as a source 

of richness 

CGP16 Working in an international context 

CGS23 Understanding of cultures and customs from other countries 

 
RA2 Identify problems arising from cultural differences 

CGS24 Ability to work and learn autonomously 

CGS25 Concern for quality 

SPECIFIC 

 
CE20 

Knowledge of the historical, political, economic, social and cultural dimensions of the world’s 

large geographic regions 



 
 

RA13 
Familiarity with the principal political, social and economic questions affecting Asia 

today. 

RA14 Understand the main structures and stakeholders active in Asia. 

 
RA15 

Able to prepare a comparative study of Asian countries or a an in-depth study of one 

 
RA16 

Able to analyse economic, political and social relations between Asia and the rest of 

the world. 

 
RA17 

Can analyse the economic, social and political relations that have arisen in Asia 

RA18 Familiarity with key Asian cultures. 

 

THEMATIC BLOCKS AND CONTENTS 

 

Contents - Thematic Blocks 

Theme I Introduction 

-Defining Variables of the Asia-Pacific Region 

Theme II India 

 
-The Indian Political System 

 
-The Economic Transformation of India 

 
-Factors of Instability in India 

Theme III: The Korean Peninsula 

 
-Defining Variables of North Korea 

 
-Inter-Korean Relations 1945-present 

Theme IV: Japan 

 
-Political and Economic Evolution of Japan from 1945 to present 

 
-Elements of Insecurity in Japan: the Impact of New Security Threats 

Theme V: China 



 
 

-The Chinese Political System 
 

-Economic Development and Geopolitical Emergency 

-External and Internal Threats 

Theme IV South-East Asia 

 
-Structural Characteristics of South-East Asia 

 
-Old and New Security Threats 

 

TEACHING METHODOLOGY 

General methodological aspects of the subject 

Classroom Methodology: Activities 

 
The teaching methodology combines master classes with group presentations by students, reading and analysis 
of texts selected by the lecturer as well as individual assignments on Asian themes. 

Non-classroom Methodology: Activities 

 
The teaching methodology combines master classes with group presentations by students, reading and analysis 
of texts selected by the lecturer as well as individual assignments on Asian themes. 

 

SUMMARY OF STUDY HOURS 

 

CLASSROOM HOURS 

Explanatory readings Practical exercises/ 

problem solving 

Individual/group 
assignments 

Individual/group 
presentations 

40.00 6.00 10.00 4.00 

NON-CLASSROOM HOURS 

Individual study and documentation 

40.00 

ECTS Credits: 6.0 (100.00 horas)

 



 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING CRITERIA 

 

Assessment activities Grading criteria Weighting 

Partial test in which the student must 

demonstrate that they have acquired the 
knowledge and understanding of the 
subject. 

- Command of subject matter 

- Ability to relate knowledge for a global 
understanding. 

- Clarity and concision of presentation 

50 % 

-Assessment of practical 
exercises/resolution of problems to be 
determined by the lecturer. 

-Completion on time and hand-in of tasks 
set by the lecturer 

-Originality 
 

-Analytical capacity 

20 % 

-Participation and attendance. 

-Class participation 
 

- Attendance 
 

-Behaviour in class 

10 % 

-Preparation of final assignment on a theme 
agreed with the lecturer. 

-Completion on time and hand-in of tasks 
set by the lecturer 

-Originality 
 

-Analytical capacity 

20 % 

 
 

Grading 
 

In accordance with the provisions of Article 93.1 of the General Regulation of the University “absence from 

more than one third, or even a lower threshold where so established in the academic rules of the Centre, of the 

classroom hours of each subject shall result in the students being disqualified from attending the examination in 

the ordinary session of the same academic year. The academic rules of the centre may extend such 

consequence to the extraordinary examination session also. 
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